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This report contains data aggregated from thirteen school districts and was created as a basis for 

comparison with individual district reports.  The districts included are: Central Valley, Chewelah, Colton, 

Columbia, Creston, Curlew, Inchellium, Liberty, Reardan, Republic, Riverside, Selkirk, and West Valley 

school districts.  Since this report was compiled in September 2010, eleven more school districts have 

joined the study

In the future, we will creating subsequent reports with information valuable to high schools and community 

colleges.   And we hope to expand the number of institutions participating in the study.  

The Northeast Washington High School Student Data Tracking Study is an exciting collaboration between 

Community Colleges of Spokane (CCS), NEW-ESD101, and many eastern Washington school districts. 

This logitudinal study tracks students' academic progress from high school through post-secondary.  The 

study seeks to identify best practices and opportunities for improvement in instruction, provides data for 

grant writing and reporting, aids in college outreach efforts. 

The following report is preliminary.  It contains some of the kinds of information this study is capable of 

producing, such as how high school performance relates to college success, how small cohorts of students 

fare in college, how many students successfully apply for financial aid, and more.  
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Section 1 — Cohort Data Provided by HS District

Years Included in data set: 2000 to 2009 (10 years)

Cohort data received from Student Tracker service:

Aggregate 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Cohort Sizes 8425 108 319 319 315 537 1386 1405 1442 1387 1207

Females 4248 43.5% 50.2% 48.3% 48.6% 50.7% 52.8% 49.3% 49.1% 50.1% 52.5%

GPA Distributions Average 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

0.00-1.99 9.5% 7.4% 6.6% 3.8% 3.5% 8.9% 9.0% 10.5% 9.7% 10.2% 12.4%

2.00-2.49 16.8% 17.6% 13.2% 13.8% 16.8% 17.1% 16.5% 15.2% 18.4% 15.9% 19.5%

2.50-2.99 22.4% 22.2% 23.5% 21.9% 23.8% 20.9% 22.9% 21.6% 22.9% 23.1% 21.4%

3.00-3.49 25.2% 22.2% 25.7% 28.2% 28.3% 22.9% 25.6% 24.6% 24.8% 26.9% 23.4%

3.50-4.00 25.6% 27.8% 29.8% 31.7% 26.0% 29.4% 25.4% 27.7% 23.8% 23.6% 23.0%

Missing 0.6% 2.8% 1.3% 0.6% 1.6% 0.7% 0.6% 0.6% 0.3% 0.4% 0.3%

Section 2 — Cohort Entry into Post-Secondary Education

First Choice of Higher Education Institution
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Note:  For the vast majority of students, the cohort year reflects that the student left high school in June of that 

year.  There are a minority of cases in which the students graduation date occurs after June, and a few cases where 

students left prior to June without graduating.

Of the 5,178 students in the aggregated cohorts who attended an institution of higher education, whether right out 

of high school or at some other time in the future, a majority select public 2-year institutions as their first choice.

Looking at the entire aggregated cohort of 8,425 students (including students who do not go to college), we see that 

the proportion of students who do not attend college is similar in size as for those who choose to attend two year 

public institutions (see top of next page).

55.7% 

11.2% 

33.1% 

Type of Higher Ed. Institution First Attended 
Aggregated for All Cohort Years 

2yr Public

4yr Private

4yr Public
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It is important to note, however, that in this aggregated view not all students have had the same amount of time to 

decide to attend college.  Students from the earlier cohorts have had several years to be out in the workforce, gain 

life experience, then decide to seek educational opportunities to benefit themselves and their families.  We will 

look at the lag between leaving high school and entering college in greater detail below.

The above chart shows that approximately 57% of Aggregated Districts students who attended college selected 

Community Colleges of Spokane (Spokane or Spokane Falls) as their first choice.

34.2% 

6.9% 20.3% 

38.5% 

Type of Higher Ed. Institution First Attended 
Aggregated for All Cohort Years 

(Including students who haven't attended college) 
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Didn't Attend College

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

 Top 15 Higher Ed. Institutions First Attended 
Aggregated for All Cohort Years 



High School Student Data Tracking Study Initial Report for Aggregated Districts

First Choice of Higher Education Institution by Select Student Characteristics
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In considering differences by gender, we see that significantly more females than males are opting to attend 

college.  This is consistent with the current national trend.

Race and ethnicity may be a factor in Aggregated Districts students decision to attend college.  The above chart 

displays the proportions of students who do not attend college.  Of those students who do attend, there are 

substantial differences among the groups regarding where students decide to first attend college (see top of next 

page).

December 2010
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As might be expected, there is also a striking difference in the type of institution students decide to attend based on 

their performance in high school, with the vast majority of students who earned less than a 3.0 GPA choosing 2-

year public institutions for their first college experience.  It is also interesting that large proportions of higher 

performing students ( 3.0 and above) also choose to first attend 2-year public institutions.  
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Lag Time from Leaving High School to Enrollment in College

Section 3 — Characteristics of Aggregated Districts Students at CCS

Data Matching Between Your Records and CCS Student Records
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High School records were matched with CCS student records by using the students' names and birth dates.  Records 

were matched for all cohort years except for 2009 since these students will not yet have had an opportunity to 

attend CCS for one full academic year.

The above chart also plots the proportions of students in each GPA group who ever attend college, regardless of 

type of institution.  While the trend is generally what might be expected, it is disturbing to see attendance rates as 

low as they are for the 2.00-2.49 and 2.50-2.99 GPA groups.

The graph above shows the average percentage of students who enroll in a post-secondary institution after 1 year 

from leaving high school, 2 years, 3 years, or anytime after graduation.  Note these are cumulative percentages and 

are averaged over all cohort years.  So, on the average, roughly 54% of a high school class has entered college 

within one year of leaving high school.  By the end of the second year this percentage has increased to around 58%, 

and so on.  Eventually, 61.5% of this cohort attended college.

December 2010

CCS asks its students to provide birth dates on its application for admission, but cannot require they do so.  

Fortunately, it is required on financial aid applications.  Since the vast majority of CCS students apply for financial 

aid, the data match with high school records is quite good although not perfect.  Of the 5,178 students from 

Aggregated Districts who attended college, 1,805 students (35%) attended Spokane and/or Spokane Falls 

Community College some time after leaving high school, enrolled in CCS credit classes, and were not former 

running start students returning to CCS to complete their degree.  A majority of these students (79%) attended one 

of the CCS institutions within twelve months of leaving high school, and 91% attended within three years.  (See 

next page.)
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60.0%
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Aggregated Districts Students' First Year at CCS

Cohort Size 8425 Financial Aid

0.00-1.99 9.5%

2.00-2.49 16.8%

2.50-2.99 22.4%

3.00-3.49 25.2%

3.50-4.00 25.6%
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GPA Distributions        

Aggregate

d Districts

CCS Fall-Start 

Cohort

1043

7.1%

17.6%

15.3%
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To examine Aggregated Districts student characteristics during their first year at CCS, and to allow direct 

comparison with all CCS first-year students, cohorts were created by selecting only those students who started in a 

fall quarter, and who were not enrolled at CCS through the Running Start program.  As seen in the accompanying 

table, a minority of Aggregated Districts students (12.4%) started attending CCS 

during a fall quarter.

Overall, approximately 65% of Aggregated Districts students 

who started attending a CCS institution in the fall applied for 

financial aid.  Of those who applied for aid, 77%  received 

financial assistance of some type:  45% received State Need 

grants, and 45% received Pell Grants (39% receive both).  

There are some notable differences in these proportions 

across high school GPA groups (see below).
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Academic Focus
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CCS is a comprehensive community college organization, providing adult basic education, continuing education, a 

wide variety of career and technical (i.e., work orce) programs, and two-year associate degrees for transfer to 

baccalaureate institutions.  The latter two categories are those that provide students with career tracks.  The 

following chart displays the proportions of Aggregated Districts students who enrolled in these two career tracks 

compared all CCS students during their first quarter.

As also might be expected, Aggregated Districts students enrolled in these career tracks at different rates depending 

on their high school GPA.  It should be noted, however, that CCS observes a small amount of "swirl" among its 

students as they gain more experience in the higher education environment.
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Need for Remediation

First Year Attendance and Retention
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40.8%

Enrolled in One or More Remedial 

Course During First Year

December 2010

Aggregated Districts

All CCS Students

The following chart shows the attendance of the Aggregated Districts fall cohort as they progress through the 

academic year.  It is important to note, however, that in any given quarter one-third of CCS students attend part-

time with frequent stop-outs.  Many of the students who don't attend winter or spring quarter of their first year do 

return the following year.

56.2%

Looking at fall-to-spring retention rates, we see 66% for Aggregated Districts students compared to 54.4% for all 

CCS first-year students (see chart top of next page).

Swirl, in higher education literature, is used to describe how students explore their optionsðmoving from one 

program to another and even one institution to another within the same region.  Internal swirl refers to students who 

enroll as AA Transfer students and later enroll in Workforce programs, and vice versa within the CCS District.  In 

addition, Workforce students often change from one program to another.  In the case of Aggregated Districts 

students, we observed a swirl rate during their first year of 20.9%, compared to the overall CCS rate of 4.5%.

Upon admission to one of the CCS institutions, students enrolling in most programs are required to take placement 

exams designed to determine college-readiness in reading, writing, and mathematics.  These examinations reveal 

that, of all students taking placement exams, roughly 30% require remediation in reading, 40% in writing, and 90% 

in mathematics.  Students are advised to take any required remedial courses as soon as possible.  The following 

table displays the proportion of students who took remedial courses their first year in CCS.
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First Year Credits Earned

31.29

34.29
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Aggregated Districts

All CCS Students

During First Year at CCS

December 2010

Average Total Credits Earned

First year, full-time, students taking 15 credits for three quarters can be expected to earn 45 credits during their first 

year, and CCS offers numerous 45-credit certificate programs.  However, with one-third of CCS students attending 

part-time, and a high rate of stop-outs, many students fail to reach that benchmark in their first year.  The table to 

the left displays the average total credits earned by Aggregated Districts students compared to all CCS students 

during their first year.  The table below compares the proportions of students that 

achieve various levels of earned credits.

This breakdown is examined further for Aggregated Districts students in the chart at the top of the following page.  

In this chart, each credit range is expanded to show how high school GPA is related to the earned credit ranges.
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Student GPA Performance
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The first chart displays the relationship between Aggregated Districts students' high school GPAs and their first 

quarter CCS GPAs.  Note the number of students having a CCS GPA of 0.0 and their distribution across the range 

of high school GPAs.

Similarly, the next chart displays the relationship between students' high school GPAs and their first year CCS 

GPAs.  This chart excludes students who drop out after their first quarter.  As might be expected, the vast majority 

of students with a first quarter GPA of 0.0 do not continue.

CCS uses a decimal grading system, and grades of less than 0.7 are converted to 0.0 for transcripting.  The 

following scatter plots included all students (i.e., they were not limited to students who started in fall quarters) in 

order to provide a greater number of data points to observe.
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Aggregated Districts Students' Academic Completions
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A common method for monitoring completion rates in higher education involves the use of the "150% rule."  This 

counting rule provides students in a two-year program, for example, three years to earn their degree,  six years for a 

baccalaureate degree,  six quarters for a four-quarter certificate program, etc.  Since CCS offers programs ranging 

from one quarter to two years, it is most useful to use a three year time frame to assess overall completion rates.  It 

is also useful to know how many of the students who haven't yet finished are continuing into the fourth year.

Aggregated Districts

All CCS Students

Earned Completion within 3 

Years of Starting at CCS

39.1%

25.7%

December 2010

Continuing to Fourth Year When No 

Completion Earned

18.2%

15.9%

The following rates were calculated based on all students (not just those who started in the fall), but excludes 

students who did not begin at CCS with sufficient time to complete or continue in the 2009-10 academic year.
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Addendum:  CCS FAFSA Completion Rates by High School District

Report Version:  1.5.3 Page 13December 2010


